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CONNECTIVITY

Downtown Cartersville currently has an incomplete network 
of sidewalks and pedestrian facilities, including mid-block 
crossings, crosswalks, and intersections that are not designed 
with pedestrian comfort and safety in mind. With strategic 
improvements in these areas, the City and its partners can 
enhance connectivity across the multimodal network—
improving safety for pedestrians and cyclists, encouraging more 
foot traffic, and contributing to downtown’s economic vitality.

Interior Block Connections

Establishing interior block pedestrian connections will improve 
the walking experience by offering safe, vehicle-free pathways 
through downtown. These connections should be well-lit and 
thoughtfully designed with landscaping and other pedestrian-
friendly features to create a more pleasant atmosphere. By 
shortening walking distances between key destinations, these 
pathways will improve accessibility, encourage walking, and 
provide better access to interior parking lots. 
 
The Transportation Framework Plan recommends adding 
interior block connections at the following locations to 
strengthen the pedestrian network and create a more navigable 
downtown grid:
1.	 W Church Street and W Cherokee Avenue: A mid-block 

crossing through the parking lots between the Bartow 
County Courthouse and the Old Cartersville Courthouse 
would enhance pedestrian flow between the two streets.

2.	 W Main Street and Leake Street: A mid-block connection 
beginning around the 150 block of W Main Street could 
offer a safer, more direct route to Leake Street. 

3.	 S Erwin Street and S Museum Drive: A mid-block crossing 
between traditional commercial buildings on W Main Street 
and industrial buildings near the railroad tracks would 
improve east-west pedestrian access. 

4.	 Thompson Street: An east-west mid-block crossing 
through the center of the block could expand connectivity, 
complementing the connection proposed between S Erwin 
and S Museum Drive. 

5.	 East Main Street and East Church Street: A north-south 
mid-block connection through East Cherokee Street would link 
these two blocks for more seamless movement.

6.	 Through the new City Hall Complex: A proposed 
pedestrian connection would run from South Erwin Street 
to the future greenspace at the new City Hall, enhancing 
access to civic and recreational spaces. 

Intersections

While most downtown intersections offer full crosswalk 
coverage, two key intersections along W Leake Street—at S 
Bartow Street and S Erwin Street—currently lack crosswalks. 
Adding them would significantly improve pedestrian safety and 
connectivity on the south side of downtown. 
 
Additional intersection improvements should focus on 
enhancing safety through refined geometry and updated traffic 
controls. Recommended measures include installing ADA-
compliant ramps, converting channelized right turns, adding 
curb extensions (bulb-outs), implementing refuge islands, and 
introducing all-way stop controls where appropriate. 

Proposed intersection redesign.
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CONNECTIVITY

LEGEND

Proposed Interior Block Connection

Proposed intersection redesign.

Cartersville Downtown Master Plan  - Plan Recommendations



105

MULTI-USE TRAILS

Developing a system of multi-use trails will be essential to 
creating a safe, convenient, and visually appealing network for 
walking and biking in and around downtown. Strengthening 
these connections to key recreational and cultural destinations 
within the city and the surrounding region will support active 
transportation, encourage outdoor activity and tourism, and 
contribute to a vibrant and accessible urban environment.

Downtown
Proposed downtown multi-use trails, including a linear park 
trail along the railroad and the sidepath along Church Street, 
will create safe and accessible walking and biking corridors 
in and around downtown. These improvements will enhance 
connectivity, offer a more inviting pedestrian overpass over 
the railroad, and establish a safe route to the high school for 
students. 

There are two proposed options for the downtown multi-use 
trail, shown on the downtown enlargement on the adjacent 
page. Trail Option ‘A’ utilizes the railroad right-of-way from 
Leake Street through the proposed gathering space/park. This is 
a long-term option, as installing a trail next to a railroad can be 
a lengthy process and requires a technical permitting process. 
However, the City currently has permission to use the railroad 
right-of-way for parking so there is precedent. The below 
section provides an example of how the space adjacent to the 
railroad could be utilized for the trail and an extended park. 
Trail Option ‘B’ utilizes street retrofits along S Erwin Street and 
W Main Street to bypass the need to utilize the railroad right-
of-way. This is a short-term option, if Option ‘A’ proves to be 
inaccessible due to time or budget constraints.

EXTENSION OF LINEAR PARK ADJACENT TO RAIL LINE
EXISTING PROPOSED

Unlike the vibrant area along the railroad tracks north of Main Street, the 
section south of Main remains underutilized and lacks activation.

This proposed section activates the space by extending the multi-
use trail and park from the north, while also offering the potential for 
integration with the redevelopment of nearby properties.
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DOWNTOWN MULTI-USE TRAILS

LEGEND

Proposed Interior Block Connection

LEGEND

Proposed Bike Route

Proposed Multi-Use Trail

Trail Option ‘B’

Trail Option ‘A’

Cartersville Downtown Master Plan  - Plan Recommendations



107

Regional Connectors

Beyond enhancing mobility within downtown, community 
members have emphasized the need for stronger connections 
between downtown and surrounding areas, both locally and 
regionally. Cartersville’s proximity to major multi-use trails 
and destinations, such as the Silver Comet Trail and Red 
Top Mountain State Park, presents a valuable opportunity to 
expand these connections. Linking downtown to these regional 
assets will not only provide a significant recreational amenity 
for residents but also attract visitors, boosting tourism, and 
supporting the local economy.

Example of a multi-use trail in Sam Smith Park.

Etowah Indian Mounds. Red Top Mountain State Park.

Silver Comet Trail.
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ADA parking enhancements

•	 Increase the number of ADA-compliant parking spaces to meet 
or exceed regulatory requirements, ensuring they are well-
distributed and located near key downtown destinations.

•	 Conduct an audit to assess current availability and identify 
gaps.

•	 Maintain clear, unobstructed routes from ADA spaces 
to adjacent sidewalks to ensure safe, seamless access for 
individuals using mobility aids.

Parking Lot Reconfiguration

This redesign of the central parking lot emphasizes efficiency 
and by strategically arranging drive aisles and parking spaces 
to enhance circulation. Landscaped buffers and islands help 
define parking areas, manage stormwater, and improve visibility 
and safety. Clear, well-marked walkways strengthen pedestrian 
connections, linking parking areas to nearby buildings and public 
spaces for safe and direct access.
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PARKING

Parking is a vital component of downtown accessibility, directly 
supporting businesses while also shaping the overall urban 
environment and visitor experience through its location and design. 
The following recommendations are designed to improve parking 
access in the downtown area while ensuring that its placement and 
design contribute to a vibrant, well-integrated urban environment.

Parking Wayfinding and Access

•	 Implement consistent signage and digital tools to guide drivers 
to public parking, pedestrians to downtown destinations, and 
bicyclists to bike racks and safe routes.

•	 Improve streetscapes and create interior block pedestrian 
connections to encourage use of peripheral parking lots.

•	 Clearly mark access points to the rail crossing bridge for both 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Bicycle Parking

•	 Provide visible, short-term bike racks near entrances.

•	 Install bike corrals in underused parking areas.

•	 Require covered or indoor bike parking in new residential. 
developments to support long-term use and everyday cycling.

Example imagery of parking wayfinding, bicycle parking, and ADA enhancements, respectively.
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PARKING LOT RECONFIGURATION
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IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

*Bolded text symbolizes the lead partner while those following would be supporting.

PROJECT 
NUMBER PROJECT DESCRIPTION

ESTIMATED 
COST

PHASE TIME 
RANGE

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTIES*

POTENTIAL 
FUNDING 
SOURCES

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

E.11 Recruit businesses that complement 
tourism cluster Staff Time Near-Term

DDA, Cartersville-
Bartow ED, 

Cartersville-Bartow 
Tourism

General Fund

E.12 Create an environment that supports 
mixed use $ Mid-Term City Council, 

Cartersville-Bartow ED Various including TAD

E.13 Consider Tax Allocation District (TAD) $ Near-Term
City Council, 

Cartersville-Bartow 
ED, DDA

General Fund

E.14 Formalize Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
process $ Near-Term

City Council, 
Cartersville-Bartow 

ED, DDA

Various depending on 
incentive


